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As a push continues for a streetcar line in Omaha, proponents point to Kansas City as a model. 


The $102 million streetcar there has been considered a success since it began service in 2016. 


Praised in Kansas City, 


but could 


By CHRISTOPHER BURBACH 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Ona sunny Wednesday afternoon in Novem- 


it work here? 


ber, people filled a shiny streetcar as it hummed 
through downtown Kansas City, Missouri. 

Most of the 38 blue plastic seats were occu- 
pied. Several dozen more people stood. They 
held onto stainless steel poles, or to loops dan- 
gling from bars connected to the ceiling. Of- 
fice workers talked about their lunch plans. 
Field-tripping high school students chattered. 

Retirees Ona Ashley and her real-bearded 
Santa Claus husband, Roy Poe, took it all in as 
they stood in the middle of the crowd. They had 
driven in from the suburbs to try Kansas City’s 
new RideKC streetcar. They smiled through 
their glide through a revived downtown. 

“It’s wonderful,” Ashley said. 

“We would have loved to have this when 
we worked downtown,” Poe said. 

“It feels,” Ashley said, “like we are pro- 
gressing.” 

Cities across the nation are similarly try- 
ing to go back to the future with a streetcar. 

The K.C. streetcar began running May 6, 
2016. It joined about 20 other U.S. cities that 
have launched streetcar lines since Port- 
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Paola Flores, front, rides a streetcar in Kansas City last month. At 
top, a car makes its way down the city’s Main Street. The Kansas 
City streetcar system has averaged more than 5,800 riders a day 
since it began service in May 2016. Go to Omaha.com for a video 
showing what a ride is like. 


See Streetcar: Page 6 


Cincinnati’s streetcar line has had a bumpier path. Page 7A 


SYDNEY LOOFE CASE 


Link to Iowa town’s once-star athlete mystities many 


By PAuL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — As friends and 
family in Nebraska mourn the 
death of Sydney Loofe, residents 
of an Iowa farm town are mysti- 
fied that a one-time star athlete 
from there is involved in the trag- 
ic and bizarre case. 


More than 120 people attend a 
candlelight vigil in Lincoln. Page 4B 


Bailey Boswell, 23, is one of 
two “persons of interest” being 
held for questioning in the death 
of Loofe, who disappeared after 
going on a date with Boswell on 
Nov. 15. The date was arranged 


through the online dating service 
Tinder. 

Boswell grew up in Leon, Iowa, a 
community of 2,000 about an hour’s 
drive south of Des Moines, just 
north of the Missouri state line. 

She is remembered as a popular 
and friendly kid from a good fami- 
ly. She was a standout athlete who 
once scored 25 points in a basket- 
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ball game and is listed as a mem- 
ber of the fastest 200-meter relay 
team in Central Decatur Commu- 
nity Schools history. 

But after graduating from high 
school in 2012, her life took a 
wrong turn, said a former neigh- 
bor. Court records and her own 


See Loofe: Page 2 
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BRIBERY CASE 


Landlord and 
his secretary 
say actions 
were coerced 


OHA employee recorded 
conversations under 
direction of federal agents 


By EMERSON CLARRIDGE 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


On a Friday in late February 
2012, Reggie Johnson arrived 
at the north Omaha office of the 
landlord who dominates the city’s 
Section 8 housing program. 

Johnson, then an employee of 
the Omaha Housing Authority, 
was to have lunch with Lafi Jafari, 
who owns 165 rental properties 
that provide a federally subsi- 
dized place to live for some of the 
city’s poorest residents. 

Before Johnson could leave the 
landlord’s office, however, Jafari’s 
secretary stunned him with a 
question. MaryLou Gruttemeyer, 
who is known as “Ted,” asked if 
he was wearing a wire. Then she 
patted him down. 

There was no wire. But later 
when he spoke with Gruttemeyer 
he would be using one, under the 
direction of federal law enforce- 
ment agents. Recordings of those 
conversations would become 
the underpinning of a bribery 
conspiracy indictment returned 
against Jafari and Gruttemeyer in 
U.S. District Court. 

The bribery case unfolding in 
the federal courthouse in down- 
town Omaha involves a strikingly 
small amount of money, $2,098 in 
alleged bribes over three years. 
During roughly that same time 
period, from 2012 to 2014, Jafari 
received substantial federal rent 
payments of about $2.1 million. 

The U.S. Department of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development and 
the FBI spent about four years in- 
vestigating Jafari and Gruttemey- 
er, and a grand jury returned an 
indictment in November 2016. Ini- 
tially the probe was done without 
telling others at OHA, as agents 
explored whether the alleged cor- 
ruption had spread further. No one 
at the agency has been indicted. 

Details of the case have 
emerged publicly in recent weeks 
during court hearings as attor- 
neys for Jafari and Gruttemeyer 
seek dismissal of the case. They 
argue that Johnson, at the behest 


See Bribe: Page 4 


All-Nebraska selections 


The state’s top football and 
volleyball players are recognized in 
an eight-page special section. 


‘Omaha’ start for filmmaker 


A movie of that name got things 
rolling for the director of the latest 
“Star Wars” film. Living 


Test scores take a step back 


OPS scores in math and science 
fell slightly during 2016-17, 
mirroring state trends. Midlands 
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